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"Misgivings have arisen in the minds of some Congressmen and others
that the Congress goal ef Poorna Swaraj or complete independence is being
imperceptibly watered down. The Working Committee desires, therefore, to
state that no Congressman, much less any Congress organisation, can do so
without being liable to a.charge of indiscipline. Congressmen and Congress
organisations have to shape their course so as to accelerate the pace to-
wards the goal by keeping Poorna Swaraj before one's eye as^ well as
the means for its attainment which must be strictly non-violent and
truthful. To this end Congressmen are expected to give effect to the
resolutions and instructions that may from time to time be issued by
the ^AJ.C.C. or the Working Committee.

"Poorna Swaraj includes unfettered national    control   among    other
things over the army and other defence   forces,    external   affairs,   fiscal
and commercial matters and financial and economic policy.   Free   India
should have the freedom to make its choice between voluntary   partner-
ship with the British and complete separation.   Whilst the Congress will
not repudiate just obligations, it must adhere to the resolution to   have
an impartial scrutiny of the obligations to be undertaken by free   India.
The Congress has repeatedly declared from its inception that the British
Empire, as it is constituted, is designed predominantly, if not purely, to
subserve British interests at the cost of India and   therefore   whilst   it
will gladly cultivate friendship with the British, it   must   strain   every
nerve to end the present unnatural and humiliating connection.

"But the Congress has also equally repeatedly declared that this
political freedom must remain unattainable without attaining moral or
internal freedom by carrying out an internal and constructive and com-
prehensive programme laid down from time to time by the Working
Committee. The Congress is nothing if it does not progressively repre-
sent and serve the masses. Such a service is impossible without
following the constructive programme of the Congress with meticulous
care and devotion."

XLVII.   THE CONGKESS AND COMMUNAL AWARD

Two important events during the latter part of the half year under
report were the holding of the Bombay session of the Indian National
Congress in October and the publication of the Report of the Joint
Parliamentary Committee in November. We shall not here attempt a
narration of the former event nor a summary and criticism of the
latter. They will be found described in the body of this Register. We
may, however, note that the net results of Bombay Congress delibera-
tions were these : (1) Mahatmaji retired from the Congress ; (2) a cons-
structive programme with a distinct machinery to carry it through
was adopted; (3) the Council-entry programme of the Congress
Parliamentary Board was endorsed and the machinery for
implementing the decision pertaining thereto was reconstituted and
its relation to the Congress Executive defined; (4) the Working
Committee view of the Communal Award was reaffirmed, by virtue of
which candidates fighting the elections to the legislatures on the
Congress ticket were forbidden to make the communal issue a plank
in their electioneering campaign, and members elected to the legisla-
tures were required to keep themselves neutral on questions relating to